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As I near the end of my two-year term, I can report with confidence that the 7th Division appears to be 
alive and well – thanks entirely to the efforts of other people.  Membership numbers remain steady, due 
in large part to the recruiting skills of Dick Sutcliffe, who appears at every model rail event, but also 
because of the value provided by the volunteers who serve throughout the Division.   
 
I invite you to read the reports from the Standing Committee - they will give you a picture of every facet 
of your organization.  As always, these volunteers are shouldering the work of providing information and 
services to you, in the hopes that you will get more for your NMRA dollar and more enjoyment out of 
model railroading.  They deserve our collective thanks – in carloads. 
 
During the past year, we’ve been able to assist a revitalized committee at VTEX (Vancouver Train Expo) 
in staging the annual event.  An innovative and more focused marketing plan will, hopefully, boost 
attendance and increase interest in our hobby.  VTEX has now grown into a major enterprise and needs 
a few more good people to get involved.  Give me a call if you would like to help.   
 
RMMBC (Railway Modeller’s Meet of BC) is planning the THIRD annual “meet”.  The organizers are 
working to stage another first-rate event with something for everyone - new clinics, layout tours, 
operating sessions, displays, and a chance to learn. 
 
Last year’s attendance was just over 100 modellers.  Frankly, I wish every one of our NMRA members 
would plan to be at the next “meet” (May 4-6, 2018).  Access to this sort of gathering and informational 
gold-mine is probably one of the main reasons you joined the NMRA, right? 
 
In 2018, I’m hoping we can get going on the plan to provide more “local” activities for you.  Of our 340 
members, 140 live in the Lower Mainland / Fraser Valley area.  The majority, over 200, are elsewhere in 
this huge Province.  Russ Watson (remember Russ?) staged a successful Mini-Meet in Quesnel last April 
and our goal is to do something similar in every area (sub-division) this coming year.  I hope you’ll attend 
when something is offered. 
 
Time to renew your membership? We’d like you to stay with us.   The NMRA magazine is probably worth 
about $8 if you bought it at your local hobby shop, which essentially equals the cost of your annual 
membership.  Everything else is a bonus!  Take a moment to visit your web site - http://7divpnr.ca/.  
Read more about what’s going on in the 7th Division and what we offer you.   
 
If there is anything you think the 7th Division can do to make model railroading more enjoyable for you, 
drop me a note <jamartin@jdmartin.ca> and I’ll be happy to reply. 
 
 
John Martin 
Superintendent 
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